Title: “Launch Out Into the Deep”
Today I want to share something God has put in my heart for us from Luke 5:1–11. Jesus teaches the crowd by the Lake of Gennesaret, steps into Simon Peter’s boat, asks him to push out a little from the shore, and then tells him, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” Peter is a professional fisherman. He has worked all night in the best fishing hours, used all his skill, and caught nothing. He feels exhausted, frustrated, and probably embarrassed. Yet he says, “Nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.” When he obeys, the nets fill to breaking, the boats almost sink, and Peter falls at Jesus’ knees. Jesus then calls him into a new partnership: “From now on you will catch men.”
Many of us are living in that “fished all night and caught nothing” season. We work hard, try everything we know, and still see empty nets—whether in our business, career, family, or ministry. This passage shows us that the turning point does not come from more human effort but from letting Jesus into the boat, listening to His word, and obeying Him even when it does not match our experience. God’s intended message is clear: He wants partnership with us, He wants our obedience, and He wants to bless us and redirect our lives to His purpose.

Point 1 – Jesus Searches for Us and Steps into Our Boat
Peter does not go looking for Jesus; Jesus comes looking for Peter. He chooses Peter’s boat, steps into his everyday workplace, and uses it as a platform for the Kingdom. In the same way, Jesus comes into our real lives—our job, our business, our studies, our family. He does not wait for us to be perfect or successful; He meets us while we wash our “empty nets.”
Prayer Point 1
“Lord Jesus, thank You for searching for me and stepping into my life. I invite You into my ‘boat’—my work, my business, my family, and my plans. Take Your place in everything that concerns me.”

Point 2 – Jesus Makes a Clear Request: Put Him First
When Jesus enters Peter’s boat, He asks for something specific: time, effort, and space. Peter rows out a little, lets Jesus sit and teach, and delays his rest and his net-cleaning. Jesus then makes a bigger request: “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets.” It costs Peter more physical strength and more risk, but he chooses obedience.
In the same way, when Christ walks into our lives, He asks for our time, our energy, our money, and our gifts for His service. He calls us to put ministry unto Him first:
“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)

Prayer Point 2
“Lord, help me to put You and Your Kingdom first—before my comfort, my schedule, and my plans. Teach me to say, ‘Nevertheless, at Your word I will obey.’”

Point 3 – Launch Out Into the Deep: Live Beyond the Shallow
Jesus does not tell Peter to stay in the shallow water. He says, “Launch out into the deep.” Most people live in the shallow waters of human wisdom, feelings, and materialism. To go deep, we must centre our lives on Jesus Christ, live in daily obedience to His word, and walk by faith, not by sight or past experience.
Launching into the deep means I stop relying only on my own strength. I choose an adventurous life of faith where I trust what God says more than what I see. Then I “let down my nets”—I do my best in the work God has given me. The nets represent our business, career, skills, and opportunities. God does not do the part we can do; instead, He blesses our obedient effort with His power:
“For by strength no man shall prevail.” (1 Samuel 2:9)

Prayer Point 3
“Lord, take me out of shallow living. Help me to launch into deeper obedience, deeper faith, and deeper intimacy with You. Empower my efforts so that my ‘nets’ produce results for Your glory.”

Point 4 – Do Not Separate Your Faith from Your Business
Peter’s miracle happens at work, not in the synagogue. Jesus climbs into a real fishing boat, on a real lake, in the middle of Peter’s workday. Without Jesus, Peter toils all night and catches nothing, with Jesus in the boat and with obedience, Peter experiences a supernatural catch. Pastor Laker often says, “Treat your business as a ministry.” This story shows that truth in action.
God does not ask us to separate our “Christian life” from our “secular work.” He wants to become our business partner, bringing His wisdom, timing, and favour into everything we do. When we minister to the Lord first—giving Him our boat, time, and obedience—He does not neglect our needs. He knows we must succeed in our work:
“So, you shall serve the LORD your God, and He will bless your bread and your water.” (Exodus 23:23)
As Peter serves Jesus by lending his boat and time, Jesus takes responsibility for Peter’s livelihood and future, then calls him to “catch men.” The path to abundance—spiritually and practically—comes through obedience to God.
Prayer Point 4
“Lord Jesus, I choose to treat my work and business as a ministry. Be my senior partner. Give me Your wisdom, favour, and guidance so that my work honours You and becomes a testimony of Your goodness.”

Present Application & Final Encouragement
What does this mean for us today?
1. Human effort is not enough. Our strength, power, and skill cannot guarantee success. True success comes from God.
2. Partnership with God is the key. When we allow Jesus into our boat and obey His word, He turns empty nets into overflowing boats.
3. Obedience opens the door to blessing and calling. Peter’s simple obedience brings a miracle and a new purpose—to become a fisher of people.
4. God offers divine direction. When we lack wisdom about our job, business, or any life situation, we can ask Him:
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” (James 1:5)
You and I must launch the boat of our lives into the deep things of God, serve the Lord first, and then expect Him to move in our business, career, and family. He wants you to be fruitful because He is fruitful. He wants your life and work to display His glory.
Closing Prayer Point
“Father, in the name of Jesus, I surrender my life, my work, and my future to You. Step into my boat. Give me wisdom and direction. Help me to seek Your Kingdom first, to launch out into the deep, and to obey Your word. Turn every area of ‘empty nets’ into testimonies of Your power, so that my life may bring glory to You. Amen.”

